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Me 
“How Shall We Do?” 


By Adelaide Addison Pollard 
2 Kings 6:15-17 


66 A LAS, alas, how shall we do?” 
Like one of old we say, 
As foes encompass all our paths 
In threatening array. 
Our eyes, O Lord, do not behold, 
In peril’s crisis hour, 
Thy horses and Thy chariots— 
A flaming guard of power. 


“Alas, alas, how shall we do?” 
Yet shining, unseen bands 

Are charged to keep us in our ways, 
And bear us in their hands. 

And when there seems “no help in God,” 
Responsive to our cry, 

In tender mercy, love, and grace 
The Lord Himself draws nigh. 


Oh, if our doubting eyes could see 
The chariots of Heaven, 

The host of angel guardians, 
What courage would be given! 

And if beside us we could trace 
The form of Him we love, 

Not all the subtle snares of hell 
Our confidence could move! 


E’en as the shielding mountains stand, 
Impregnable in might, 

Around belov’d Jerusalem 
At morning, noon, and night— 

So, like a wall of fire, our Lord 
Surrounds us constantly. 

“How shall we do?” Ah, blest are they 
Who trust—yet do not see! 


When God Forgives 


When God forgives His children He 
really forgives. His treatment of us is 
very different from the way in which 
often we forgive those who wrong us. 
The Rev. William W. Rugh, who for 
many years was Dean of the Bible In- 
stitute of Pennsylvania, now consolidated 
with the Philadelphia School of the 
Bible to form the Philadelphia Bible 
Institute, used to describe our method 
of forgiveness. We take a wrong that 
has been done to us, he said, and set 
it aside out of sight for a while. We say 
we have forgiven, but, just let the in- 
dividual who wronged us do something 
else against us, and immediately we 


drag out all the old wrongs and place 
the new one on top, and say in effect, 
“There! Now just see what he has 
done.” When we confess our sins and 
transgressions and iniquities, God tells 
us that He will remember them no more 
(Jer. 31:34; Heb. 8:12); that He has 
blotted them out as a thick cloud (Isa. 
44:22); that He will cast them into the 
depths of the sea (Mic. 7:19); that He 
will cast them behind His back (Isa. 
38:17); that He has removed them from 
us as far as the east is from the west 
(Psa, 103:12). In the words of the Gos- 
pel chorus by Robert Harkness, “When 
God forgives, He forgets; no more He 
remembers our sins, when God forgives, 
He forgets.” 


God's Promise of Blessing 


By the late Dr. J. Stuart Holden 


“I will do better unto you than at 
your beginnings” (Ezek. 36:11). 


Tsu word is part of a prophetic 
soliloquy addressed to the actual 
ground upon which the Children 
of Israel had aforetime been settled, 
and from which they were exiled—ex- 
iled on account of their sin, for they 
had thrown down the altars of God, and 
had profaned His name. Now God’s 
heart has been moved by their dumb 
cry of need to Him, and for His great 
name’s sake He brings them back from 
their exile, and plants them again in 
their own land, and re-establishes the 
old order of things. And the prophet, 
as it were, blesses the land. “I will 
do better unto you than at your begin- 
nings.” This promise is made to the 
actual material land upon which the 
people of God are to settle. “You shall 
be more abundantly fruitful,” says the 
prophet in effect. “There were estab- 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“But unto you that fear my 
name shall the Sun of righteous- 
ness arise with healing in his 
wings” (Mal. 4:2a). 




















lished upon you great cities, fenced and 
strong, but greater still shall be those 
to be built up.” 

Now all this is but a declaration of 
God’s unfailing method with men. These 
words may be taken as descriptive of 
all the processes of grace by which men’s 
hearts are drawn to God, and, being 
drawn to Him, are transformed by Him 
into His own likeness as sons of God. 
God is always doing better things for 
men. He is the God of progress. The 
spirit of expansiveness is not only the 
spirit of every age, but is the eternal, 
undying spirit of the Gospel of God, 
declared to us in His Son, Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. There is nothing more 
impossible than for any man, or any 
race, to stand still. Progress is the law 
of life, whether upward or downward. 
The one we call development: the other 
we call deterioration. God is always 
saying to men: “I will do better than 
at your beginnings.” We sometimes hear 
people talk of “the good old days,” and 
almost wishing to get them back again. 
But the days that are, are infinitely bet- 
ter. God’s tomorrow is always better 
than God’s today: even as God's today 
goes far beyond God’s yesterday. How 
true that was in God’s dealing with the 
people of Israel! He gave them the 
prophets, and His word at their mouths; 
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and the days came when He raised up 
a Prophet in their midst who did better 
still for them. God is always doing 
better things for His people. 

Sin does not do better for men. As 
they progress in it, it promises fair, but 
its fulfillment is foul. The progress in 
sin is from delight to destruction. The 
world, whatever be its moral quality, 
cannot say, “I will do better unto you.” 
For progress in the world, to those who 
have yielded to its allurements, is from 
glamor to gloom. The same is true in 
ordinary life. Prog-ess is from child- 
hood, with its joy and brightness, to age, 
with its darkness and infirmity. “I will 
do better unto you than at your begin- 
ings.” There is none other but God 
who can thus describe His own inten- 
tion and power. In other words, as the 
Apostle Paul says, “He which hath be- 
gun a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 


“I will do better unto you than at your 
beginnings.” Think of the truth, as re- 
gards the early life of sin, in comparison 
with the life which God offers to man 
in Jesus Christ His Son. We think of 
life as ruined by sin. We give ourselves 
over to destructive forces. We give our- 
selves over to pleasure, and to those 
things which do not profit. And’ God 
comes to us in His Son, and says: “I 
will do better unto you than at your 
beginnings.” “You have gone astray. I 
will do better unto you than sin has 
done; I will do better unto you than 
the world has done. I will come into 
your life and redeem you from the 
tyranny of sin.” If this word means any- 
thing today, it expresses, surely, the 
blessed intention of the Son of God who 
came “to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” He is always saying to men, 
“I will do better unto you than at your 
beginnings.” Think of the false ideals 
of pleasure, compared with the ideals of 
the Kingdom of God, which “is not meat 
and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” “I will 
do better unto you in righting your 
vision, in quickening your heart, in sen- 
sitizing your conscience, in cleansing 
your spirit, and making you the man 
God intended you to be.” 

“I will do better unto you than at your 
beginnings.” How true this is with re- 
gard to all that Jesus does to those who 
come to Him! For instance, a child is 
innocent by reason of its ignorance. But 
in Jesus Christ there is something bet- 
ter than the innocence of ignorance; 
there is the purity which comes from 
knowledge, and which calls upon a man 
to struggle, strive, and to claim the vic- 
tory. A child is safe because of its pro- 
tection. But in Jesus Christ there is 
something better than safety because 
of restrictive protection; there is the 
victory through conquest. Whatever 
may be our conception of the Gospel 
of Christ, this is its very essence—that 
Jesus wants to do better for you than 
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you can do for yourself; He wants to 
do better for you than sin has done. 

“I will do better unto you than at 
your beginnings.” There is implied here 
a co-operating faith and obedience. The 
people of Israel must needs follow God’s 
leadership, and yield to His commands. 
They must needs honor Him in their 
fidelity, and consecrate unto Him the 
lives He has redeemed. So it is with 
us. God is always waiting to lead us 
into greater experiences of blessing. He 
does not do it arbitrarily. Nay, rather 
does He say: “Follow thou Me. Obey, 
in so far as you apprehend. Follow, 
and, as you follow, the light shall be- 
come clearer.” Oh, that we might 
hearken to God’s voice! 

Let us ever remember that “the best 
is yet to be.” There is a peril of con- 
stantly reverting to old experiences. It 
in enshrined in the hymns that we sing: 
“Where is the blessedness I knew when 
first I saw the Lord?” And the answer 
is, It is gone—and a good thing, too, for 
God has something better for you than 
the experiences of the past. That was 
but the beginning of the divine alpha- 
bet. There is much land yet to be pos- 
sessed in the purpose of God. How 
many Christians there are today who 
are not doing the good that they should, 
because they are sighing for the days 
that are gone! It stands to reason that 
no single experience, however powerful, 
is of itself adequate to express God to 
the human heart. God is immeasurably 
greater than all our powers of compre- 
hension. That is why we need eternity. 
God will never be known to us fully 
until we see Him- face to face. To be 
satisfied with old experiences is one of 
those things against which we have to 
guard lest we lose that to which God 
would bring us in these days. It is not 
long since God was interpreted in all 
His sovereignty. But, after all, there 
is something better than sovereignty, and 

(Continued on page 433) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Capitalizing Pronouns 
Referring to Deity 


Will you be good enough to comment 
on the fact that, in much current 
Christian literature, when pronouns 
referring to Deity are used, they are 
not begun with a capital letter? 

In school days many of us were 
taught to thus recognize Deity with a 
capital letter, and, as one who has felt 
better for having retained that rule, 
it is disturbing to see it so widely dis- 
regarded, 

Alas, even in the King James Ver- 
sion, the said capitals are lacking, and 
I note that your printed quotations 
from it follow the same course.—A 
Nowa Scotia reader. 


Many printing manuals, such as the 
“United States Government Printing 
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Office Style Manual” (Revised, 1953) 
(Supt. of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., 
$2.50), and “Words Into Type,” based 
on studies by Marjorie E. Skillin and 
Robert M. Gay (Appleton-Century- 
Crofts Co., Inc., New York $1; $5) specify 
that all words denoting the Deity, ex- 
cept “who,” “whose,” “whom,” and 
“which,” which are relative pronouns, 
are to be capitalized. “Webster’s New 
Collegiate Dictionary” (G. and C. Mer- 
riam Co., Springfield, Mass., $5 to $12.50) 
states that pronouns referring to the 
Deity, when not closely preceding or 
following their antecedent naming Deity, 
are to be capitalized. But it also shows 
a note that “many writers capitalize 
pronouns . . . referring to Deity even 
when close to the antecedent naming 
Deity and thus not needing capitaliza- 
tion for clarity of reference.” 

Two example sentences that show how 
the capitalization of personal pronouns 
clarifies the meaning are given in an- 
other excellent printer’s textbook, “Proof- 
reading and Copy-Preparation,” by 
Joseph Lasky (Mentor Press, New York 
11; $7.50): 

“The spirit of Jehovah moved him 
mightily and he prayed to him with all 
his strength, that he might hear his plea 
and give him surcease.” 

“The spirit of Jehovah moved him 
mightily and he prayed to Him with all 
his strength, that He might hear his plea 
and give him surcease.” 

It is true that the King James Version 
of the Scriptures does not use capitals 
for any pronouns referring to Deity. 
This may be a reflection of the fact 
that no capitalization is used in the 
original languages from which our Eng- 
lish Bible is translated. However, Kit- 
tredge and Farley’s “Advanced English 
Grammar” (Ginn & Co., Boston 17; $2.60) 
comments, “Personal pronouns are com- 
monly capitalized when they refer to 
the Deity, the relatives less frequently. 
The rule is often disregarded altogether 
when its observance would result in a 
multitude of capitals, as in the Bible 

THE SunDAY ScHooLt Times for many 
years has followed the practice of capi- 
talizing personal pronouns, such as “He,” 
“His,” and “Him,” when they refer to 
God or the Lord Jesus Christ or the 
Holy Spirit, even when these pronouns 
are close to their antecedents. It is felt 
that it is less confusing always to capi- 
talize personal pronouns than to make 
distinction on the ground of clarity. 
Relative pronouns, such as “who,” 
“whose,” and “whom” are not capital- 
ized for the reason that only in rare 
cases is the meaning obscure and the 
use of numerous capital letters in a 
sentence makes for difficult reading. 

When quoting from the King James 
Version, or any other version, the Times 
follows the capitalization exactly as it 
is given. 
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Lesson for June 12 


IV. Things a Christian Should Know 


Whom he has believed 





which are a part of the inheritance 

of every true Christian, let us 
remember that it is terribly easy through 
ignorance or indifference to fail to enter 
into the experience of many of these 
great privileges which are offered to us 
to enjoy. 

May we consider at this time a verse 
that is found in one of the Apostle Paul's 
Epistles, in fact, it is the last of his 
Epistles to us which has been preserved, 
the Second Letter to Timothy. This 
Letter was written during Paul’s last 
imprisonment when he was in the 
Mamertime dungeon in Rome and knew 
very well that his end was near. He 
writes to his son in the faith, Timothy, 
for whom he had a very deep affection, 
encouraging him in his faith in view of 
the many difficulties which he (Paul) 
knew lay ahead. In the twelfth verse 
of the first chapter he says, “For which 
cause I suffer also these things: yet I 
am not ashamed; for I know him whom 
I have believed, and I am persuaded that 
he is able to guard that which I have 
committed unto him against that day” 
(A.S.V.). We have already thought of 
three things that a Christian should 
know, and this is another tremendously 
important matter, namely, that of know- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ. I do not mean 
knowing about Aim, for that is com- 
paratively easy. We can all learn about 
Him by reading the accounts of His life 
as they are given in the Gospels; but 
to know Him personally and to be con- 
scious of His presence with us is a very 
different matter and unfortunately it is 
an experience that is rather rare even 
among many who are regular church 
members and who have called them- 
selves Christians for many years. 


Three Stages in Christian Experience 

I have often pointed out to my friends 
the three verbs in the verse which I 
have just quoted. I would like to do 
that at this time also. They represent 
three different stages in the spiritual 
experience of every true Christian. Let 
us think of them briefly: 

1. “I have believed.” In this expres- 
sion Paul is going back in his memory 
to that never-to-be-forgotten experience 
of his when he was traveling along on 
the way to Damascus, with his heart 
filled with hatred against the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth, and with his mind 
full of plans for the arrest and punish- 
ment of all there who had professed 
faith in the name of Christ Jesus. Sud- 
denly he was surrounded by a light more 
brilliant even than that of the Oriental 
noonday sun, and he fell on his face to 
the earth, saying, “Who art thou, Lord?” 


A S WE think of those great realities 
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This is the fourth in the series of 
articles in which Dr. Soltau is set- 
ting forth a number of basic facts 
which are true for every Christian, 
but which not every believer under- 
stands and appropriates. In_ this 
article he analyzes one of Paul’s 
well-known testimonies and draws 
lessons from it for us today. The 
series will continue for several more 
issues this spring and then be re- 
sumed for a short time in the early 
fall. 








The reply came immediately, “I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest,” and again Paul 
asks, “What wilt thou have me to do, 
Lord?” At that moment he had been 
brought face to face with the One whom 
he had so bitterly hated and whose name 
he had sought to blot out of the minds 
and thoughts of his people. Now, for 
the first time, he is brought to the real- 
ization that He was not dead but was 


alive and gloriously alive and was indeed . 


the Lord of glory Himself. 

From that time on Paul was a changed 
man. His life and character were trans- 
formed and he went out as the Lord’s 
ambassador to the Gentiles, people whom 
he had hitherto despised as the scum 
of the earth and as those for whom the 
Lord had no blessing and no place in 
His Kingdom. He began to believe on 
Christ Jesus. His life from then was 
lived in dependence upon and absolute 
obedience to Him and to His will. No 
sacrifice was too great, no task was too 
difficult, and Paul rejoiced at every op- 
portunity of showing his faith in and 
loyalty to his Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ. 

2. “I know him.” In this verb is seen 
the second stage in the development of 
the apostle’s faith. This did not come 
right away, but was the result of years 
of faithful service. Again and again 
Paul’s life was endangered in his faithful 
and fruitful proclamation of the Gospel. 
The list of his experiences found in 2 
Corinthians 11 gives us some idea of 
what he went through. “In labors more 
abundantly, in prisons’ more abundantly, 
in stripes above measure, in deaths oft. 
Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten 
with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I 
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day have 
I been in the deep; in journeyings often, 
in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, 
in perils from'my countrymen, in perils 
from the Gentiles; in perils in the city, 
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in 
the sea, in perils among false brethren; 
in labor and travail, in watchings often, 
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in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, 
in cold and nakedness” (vs. 23-27). 
Yet all the way through these hardships 
and sufferings there was never a hint 
of a faint-heartedness nor of discourage- 
ment because he was conscious—and 
especially so in the times of crisis—of 
the presence of the Lord with him. 
When he was in prison and deserted by 
his friends, we read, “The Lord stood 
by me, and strengthened me” (2 Tim. 
4:17); and again, “Be not afraid, but 
speak and hold not thy peace: for I am 
with thee, and no man shall set on thee 
to harm thee: for I have much people 
in this city” (Acts 18:9, 10). It was through 
these experiences that he learned to 
know the Lord. 


One Reason for Difficulties 


What was true then is equally true 
today, namely, that it is especially in 
times of danger, of loneliness, or of dif- 
ficulty that the Lord reveals Himself 
most clearly to His children and grants 
to them the joy of being made especially 
conscious of the reality and the glory of 
His presence with them. I have often 
said that it is for that reason, in order 
to allow us to have this special priv- 
ilege and joy, that in His mercy the Lord 
permits sorrow or difficulty or tempta- 
tion to come into our lives. He always 
brings with them a new and richer ex- 
perience of Himself and His sustaining 
grace and upholding comfort, so that 
we can rejoice in Him in a very real 
way and praise Him for His appoint- 
ments for us, even though we would 
never have chosen them for ourselves. 
I think that one of the reasons that so 
many of us know the Lord so little in 
a personal way is because we have never 
suffered for Him. In fact, we have never 
been willing to suffer for Him or to 
exert ourselves to the point of sacrifice 
or suffering just in order to please and 
to glorify Him. How grateful are you 
to Him for what He has done for you 
and for what He suffered in order that 
you might receive pardon for your sins 
and eternal life through His name? If 
you had real gratitude in your heart, 
you would not be satisfied until you had 
done something for Him which really 
cost you something and meant a per- 
sonal sacrifice on your part. When you 
come to that point then, but not before, 
you have come to the place where you 
can begin to know Him and where He 
can begin to reveal Himself to you. 

This brings us to the third stage in the 
development of Paul’s faith and of ours, 
too. “I am persuaded that he is able to 
guard that which I have committed unto 
him against that day.” As the result 
of years of experience of the Lord’s grace 
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and of His faithfulness, Paul says that 
through knowing Him he has come to 
the place where there is no longer the 
slightest possibility of doubt in his mind 
as to the Lord’s ability to keep safe and 
secure all of that which Paul had com- 
mitted to Him—his life, his future, his 
interests, his eternal destiny—all. Some 
translators feel that Paul was not so 
much concerned about the things he had 
committed to the Lord as those which 
the Lord had committed to him, namely, 
the Gospel. In either case he, that is, 
Paul, knew that all was absolutely safe 
in the hands of his Lord, come what may, 
My friends, when you and I know Him 
as we may know Him and as we 
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ought to know Him, then, but not 
before, all anxiety about our security 
and our future vanishes and we can 
remain at perfect peace, trusting in Him 
and in His promises, His purposes, His 
power, and His faithfulness. 

Our Father who art in Heaven, 
again, we praise Thee for the great- 
est of all Thy gifts, even Jesus Christ 
Thy Son and our Lord. May Thy 
Holy Spirit lead us each one on to 
know Him and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being made conform- 
able unto His death. In His holy 
name we pray. Amen. 


(To be continued) 


1. A Visit to Central and South America 


The Latin America Mission and a literature conference 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, Jr. 


In February and March Mrs. Howard and I had the great privilege of 
making a trip to Costa Rica, Panama, and Ecuador, to visit our mis- 
sionary son and daughter and their families, and Lieutenant General 


and Mrs. William K. Harrison, Jr. 


I had expected to write articles on 


the spot and send them back for early publication in the Times, but was 
unable to do so because of ill health. For two short periods I was a 
hospital patient, in San José and the Gorgas Hospital, Canal Zone; and 
since my return home I have undergone a major operation in the Hart- 
ford Hospital, Hartford, Conn., performed by the skillful hands of my 
cousim, Dr. William Beecher Scoville, one of the leading neuro-sur- 


geons of New England. 


This further delayed the articles, but the 


Operation was entirely successful and through the Lord’s goodness I 
am making a good recovery. I shall hope now to give a brief account of 
our journey in a short series of articles. 


N FEBRUARY 15 we flew over the 
Gulf of Mexico from Miami to San 

- José, Costa Rica, where we were met 
at the airport by David, Phyllis, and 
little David, Jr. David is a teacher and 
registrar at the seminary of the Latin 
America Mission, and he and Phyllis 
and their two boys, David and Stephen, 
live in one of the Mission homes in 
Santo Domingo, a suburb of San José. 
We stayed with them for two weeks, 
and had opportunity to see something of 
the work of the Latin America Mission. 
The Mission has 11 organized churches, 
25 preaching points, and 30 congrega- 
tions and additional Sunday schools. It 
has a good hospital in San José, directed 
by Dr. Marie Cameron, a Canadian, whose 
life story was told a few months ago 
in the Evangelical Christian. The litera- 
ture branch of the Mission is called 
Editorial Caribe. It publishes Christian 
literature in Spanish, including Bibles, 
Testaments, and portions of Scripture, 
Sunday school lesson helps, and many 
books and booklets. There is an orphan- 
age in a beautiful location called Rob- 
lealto, in the mountains. We visited this 
one bright sunny day, which brought 
out vividly all the colors of foliage and 
flowers on the mountainsides, and we 
saw the attractive cottages, the farm, 
and the cabins used during the Christian 


summer camp. The youth department 
of the Mission manages the summer 
camps, youth conferences, and the Chris- 
tian Brigade. In the seminary during 
the school year of 1954 there were 37 
students from 10 countries, representing 
12 missions and denominations. Last 
year the Latin America Mission spon- 
sored large-scale evangelistic campaigns 
in Trinidad, Argentina, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay, in which there were 3,800 de- 
cisions for Christ. The Mission also has 
two radio stations: TIFC in Costa Rica 
and HOXO in Panama, broadcasting the 
Gospel for many hours each day by 
short and long wave. These stations 
have been heard in 29 countries and 
every continent. 

The Latin America Mission is inde- 
pendent and interdenominational and is 
supported by the voluntary gifts of 
Christian people. It was founded in 
1921 by Dr. and Mrs. Harry Strachan; 
and now their son, R. Kenneth Strachan, 
is the director. The field address is 
Box 1307, San José, Costa Rica; and the 
home office is at 161 Park St., Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 

While we were in Costa Rica a con- 
ference of Evangelical Literature Over- 
seas was held from February 20 to 26 in 
the Mission headquarters, and I was 
able to attend a number of the sessions. 
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The aim of the E.L.O. is to find the most 
efficient and economical ways of produc- 
ing and distributing Gospel literature on 
many mission fields. At the San José 
conference, concerned with Latin Amer- 
ican countries, there were 52 delegates 
from 14 countries and 27 organizations, 
and it was a joy and privilege to meet, 
face to face, missionaries whom one has 
known only through letters and the 
printed page. Dayton Roberts of the 
L.A.M, wrote: “There was not a tense 
moment—not a spark flew—but in truly 
Christian harmony the conference went 
about the serious business of studying 
the major problems of planning, pro- 
duction, and distribution. The fellow- 
ship in Christ was also wonderful and 
the unanimity of spirit unique, I -think, 
for a meeting of men and women from 
such diverse and widely separated 
fields.” Mr. Roberts was appointed chair- 
man of the Commission to organize 
“LEAL” (Literatura Evangelica para 
America Latina). Those who are inter- 
ested in more information about the 
fairly new organization, Evangelical Lit- 
erature Overseas, may obtain it by ad- 
dressing letters to it at Box 275, Wheaton, 
Tl. 

David’s home is a large, typical Costa 
Rican house with thick walls, high ceil- 
ings, deep window casements, set at the 
corner of two roads and having a large 
garden with many varieties of trees and 
flowers. The roads are deeply rutted 
by the large wheels of the ox carts, and 
pigs, chickens, and cows forage placidly 
in the grass that grows up between the 
deep ruts. We enjoyed many pleasant 
hours in David’s garden, and heard and 
saw many birds which were of course 
new to us. A good-natured workman, 
who has been attached to the place for 
some years, patiently cut the grass with 
a long machete. Often as we ate our 
meals in a corner of the big dining- 
living room children climbed up on the 
window sill outside to watch the curious 
foreigners. Every Sunday morning Da- 
vid has a meeting in his home for neigh- 
bors in Santo Domingo. I spoke at one 
service while he interpreted my message 
into Spanish. 

Of course Costa Rica is dominated by 
Roman Catholicism. There were many 
interesting details concerning the pres- 
ent situation in a letter written by David 
to the family on April 30, from which 
I shall quote a few extracts. 

“This past week,” he wrote, “Costa Rica 
has had a big Eucharistic Congress— 
the second in its history, the first one 
having been in 1902 . . . with all sorts 
of bishops, monsignors, priests, and 
others coming from various other coun- 
tries. The biggest guest of honor was 
a cardinal from Quito. Pope Pius broad- 
cast a message specially to Costa Rica 
on Thursday. The Jesuits sent in swarms 
of specialized ‘missionaries’ from Spain 
and elsewhere with the express purpose 
of visiting those who have wandered 
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Lesson for June 12 


from the ‘fold’ and bringing them back 
to the bosom of the church. The city 
was decorated as we have never seen 
it before. There were all sorts of meet- 
ings going on day and night. ... On 
Wednesday and Thursday in the National 
Stadium ... Mass was said ‘en masse’ 
for literally thousands and thousands of 
people, each one of whom received the 
host. The entire Paseo Colon (that big 
boulevard running to the airport) was 
lined with displays and flowers, and 
flowers and grass were strewn down the 
middle of the boulevard on Thursday 
for a gigantic procession in which the 
cardinal and all the lesser lights pro- 
ceeded with the ‘sacred’ host to the 
stadium. 
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“In other countries these Eucharistic 
Congresses have been used as a spring- 
board to stir up anti-Protestant feeling 


‘and thus the beginning of persecution. 


Real efforts were made during the week 
here to swing the government into a 
position of declaring only one religion 
for the eountry and thus making it an- 
other Spain or Colombia. However, it 


is very doubtful that such a swing could ° 


be effected here. President Figueres 
made a speech during the Congress in 
which he made the startling statement 
.. . that no man is infallible—only God 
Himself is infallible.” 

(To be continued) 


The Gospel on TV for America's Children 


Getting the Word into young hearts by way of the eye-gate and ear-gate 


OD has opened the door to give the 

Gospel of Christ on television to 
the boys and girls of America. Tele- 
vision men are ready and willing to do 
their part to give the Word of God to 
the youth of. our land. They will tele- 
cast without charge the half-hour film 
program of the Children’s Gospel Hour. 
Our part will be to provide the stations 
with the films. If the Christians of 
America, interested in the salvation of 
boys and girls, will rally to this chal- 
lenge, then millions of our children will 
learn of Christ as Saviour and Lord. From 
the seed sown in these tender hearts 
God wili surely reap a glorious harvest, 
for Christ Jesus said, “Even so it is not 
the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish” (Matt, 18:14). 

The film program of the Children’s Gos- 
pel Hour is an outgrowth of the “live” 
programs that began on WSM-TV. and 
WDEF-TV in the spring of 1954. The 
programs are produced on alternate 
thirteen weeks periods in Nashville on 
Saturday, and in Chattanooga on Sun- 
day. Each week a junior choir from a 
different church participates. In addi- 
tion to hymns and choruses, the chil- 
dren take part in an unrehearsed Bible 
quiz. Their answers are always sincere, 
but not always correct. Sometimes their 
answers provide a lead for a good Gos- 
pel application. On one program the 
children were asked to finish a verse 
of Scripture, as follows: Christ Jesus 
said, “I am the good shepherd: the good 
shepherd giveth his life for—” a little 
girl in the front row raised her hand 
and said, “me.” How glad we were to 
Say that He certainly had, and not only 
for her but for all the boys and girls and 
men and women in the whole world. 
After the quiz there is a memory verse, 
a chorus, prayer, and prayer response. 
Then follows a Bible story told with 





By HENRY C. GEIGER 


the aid of flannelgraph. At the con- 
clusion an invitation is given to the 
viewer to accept Christ as Saviour. 

Because of the sweetness and sincerity 
of the children, the programs are well 
received by both young and old. In 
Nashville, the program has almost as 
many viewers as the other two stations 
combined. The station ‘executives of 
WSM and WDEF felt that the program 
met a definite need and were sure that it 
would be welcomed by other stations if 
the program could be supplied to them 
on film. The Lord led in this matter 
and, in the fall of 1954, the first film was 
produced. It was made in color, for 
color film when telecast can be seen 
on both black and white and color sets. 
Since the original film is in color, it will 
be possible to make color prints from 
it for color television in the years to 
come. Color also makes an excellent 
Gospel film for showing in churches. 

The sweetness and spontaneity. of the 
children was captured on the film. WSM 
and WDEF telecast it and were satis- 
fied with the results. The film has since 
been shown to twenty-one TV station 
executives and all want to telecast the 
program without charge as soon as we 
can supply them with at least thirteen 
films, enough for three months’ telecast- 
ing. This acceptance indicates that sta- 
tions all over the U.S. would schedule 
the program. These stations that have 
seen the film are located from Florida 
to Michigan and from Mississippi to 
Pennsylvania. 

The opinion of most television man- 
agers is expressed by Mr. D. B. of WK BN 
in Youngstown, Ohio. He said: 

I believe your Children’s Gospel 
Hour would be a welcome addition to 
our program schedule since it would 
fill a need for a religious program 
aimed primarily at young people. 
We should thank God that television 
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executives realize that our boys and girls 
need spiritual programs. We, too, know 
that our children need spiritual pro- 
grams that exalt Jesus Christ. Children 
are lost, and in their youth they need to 
learn of God’s only Saviour. “But how 
can they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard?” The answer to the 
problem of juvenile delinquency is sal- 
vation through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Two-thirds of our children are not 
attending Sunday school, but they are 
watching television and their lives are 
being molded by what they are seeing. 
Much of what they are seeing is harmful 
to their minds and hearts, A recent sur- 
vey conducted by a group of mothers 
in Chicago revealed that, in one week, 
262 murders and acts of violence were 
seen on programs shown during the 
children’s watching hours. But through 
this powerful medium of television the 
lives of our children can be molded into 
Christ’s image through His Word and 
by His Spirit. 

Since television men are willing to 
use their facilities to this end we should 
avail ourselves of this offer and provide 
them with the programs that will clearly 
give the truths of God’s Word regarding 
salvation from the penalty and power of 
sin. Twelve more films must be pro- 
duced to complete the series of thirteen. 
Each original film and one color print 
will cost about $2,000 and each additional 
print in color will cost about $150, It 
would be possible to begin telecasting 
the program with five prints. The prints 
would be sent from one station to an- 
other, so one print would be shown 
in many cities. In this manner, 130 
stations would show the series of thir- 
teen films in a year’s time. With ship- 
ping and office expenses added to the 
production costs this would amount to 
about $30 a week per city for the half- 
hour Gospel program. Millions of chil- 
dren would be reached with the Gospel. 
The Lord would be speaking to their 
hearts through the eye-gate as well as 
the ear-gate, and we feel sure that He 
would gather many into His fold from 
this field that is “white already to har- 
vest.” Pray that God will open the 
hearts of His people to pray and to give 
that this challenge might be met; that 
our children might learn of Christ and 
that God might be glorified. Pray that 
the series of twelve films can be pro- 
duced for showing beginning in Jan- 
uary, 1956. 

The first film of the Children’s Gospel 
Hour is available for showing in 
churches. It is a 16mm sound film in 
color, thirty minutes long. For infor- 
mation concerning the showing of the 
film, write either to Mr. H. Leonard 
Paret, 7 Callendar Lane, Wallingford, Pa., 
or to the Children’s Gospel Hour, 3012 
Fox Drive, Chattanooga 11, Tenn. 

The Children’s Gospel Hour is a work 
of faith incorporated in Tennessee, and 


(Continued on page 433) 
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LESSON 11. 


JUNE 12. YOUNG KING JOSIAH 


2 Chronicles 34; Nahum; printed text, 2 Chronicles 34:1-12a (end with “ faithfully”) 
Golden Text.—Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.—Psa. 119:9 


Tue KinG JAMES VERSION 

2 Chron. 34:1 Josiah was eight years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem one and thirty years. 

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lorp, 
and walked in the ways of David his father, and declined 
neither to the right hand, nor to the left. 

3 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet 
young, he began to seek after the God of David his father: 
and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jeru- 
salem from the high places, and the groves, and the carved 
images, and the molten images. 

4 And they brake down the altars of Baalim in his 
presence; and the images, that were on high above them, he 
cut down; and the groves, and the carved images, and the 
molten images, he brake in pieces, and made dust of them, 
and strowed it upon the graves of them that had sacrificed 
unto them. 

5 And he burnt the bones of the priests upon their altars, 
and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 

6 And so did he in the cities of Manasseh, and Ephraim, 
and Simeon, even unto Naphtali, with their mattocks round 
about. 

7 And when he had broken down the altars and the groves, 
and had beaten the graven images into powder, and cut down 


all the idols throughout all the land of Israel, he returned 
to Jerusalem. 

8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had 
purged the land, and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of 
Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah 
the son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair the house of the Lorp 
his God. 

9 And when they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they 
delivered the money that was brought into the house of God, 
which the Levites that kept the doors had gathered of the 
hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant of 
Israel, and of all Judah and Benjamin; and they returned 
to Jerusalem. 

10 And they put it in the hand of the workmen that had 
the oversight of the house of the Lorp, and they gave it to 
the workmen that wrought in the house of the Lorp, to 
repair and amend the house: 

11 Even to the artificers and builders gave they it, to buy 
hewn stone, and timber for couplings, and to floor the houses 
which the kings of Judah had destroyed. 


12 And the men did the work faithfully. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E COME to Judah’s last good 

W king, and one of the best of 

them. Jesus Sirach numbers 
Josiah with David and Hezekiah as the 
only three who did not commit tres- 
pass. By trespass he means, of course, 
an act of deliberate disobedience or 
turning away from the Lord. We have 
already seen how many of the kings of 
Judah began well but ended badly, or 
nullified their otherwise good reign with 
practices that brought dire results upon 
the nation, as in the case of Jehoshaphat, 
But David and Hezekiah, despite their 
failures, stood true to God, and Josiah 
was like them in that respect. 

Josiah’s reign was a critical period in 
history. Three great powers were strug- 
gling for the ascendency—Assyria, Egypt, 
and Babylon. The day was not far off 
when Assyria would yield place to that 
very Babylon which had fallen before 
Assyria in the days of Hezekiah; and 
Egypt would bow out of the picture 
after stinging defeat and preserve its 
national existence by discreet silence. 

The end of this brilliant and godly 
reign seemed all too soon. Josiah was 
not yet forty when he fell in battle be- 
fore the Egyptian archers. It is a mat- 
ter of dispute whether he died in the 
line of duty or in the path of presump- 


tion. Whatever his motive for seeking 
‘ 
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to block the Egyptian army as it ad- 
vanced against Assyria, his action not 
only brought about his own death, but 
made Judah a vassal state of Egypt un- 
til Nebuchadnezzar asserted his suprem- 
acy (2 Chron. 36:3-7). 

Alexander Whyte will allow no criti- 
cism of Josiah’s challenge to Egypt, but 
makes it all one piece with his sense 
of duty. Tres readers may be inter- 
ested in Alexander Whyte’s proposed 
epitaph for Josiah’s tomb! 

The remembrance of Josiah is like 
the perfume of the apothecary, and 
his name is like music at a banquet 
of wine. For his pure and holy youth 
Jehovah was his shield in the hour 
of temptation, till he behaved him- 
self rightly in the conversion of his 
people, and till he took away all their 
abominations of iniquity. He directed 
his heart to the Lord, and he estab- 
lished the worship of God: and all be- 
cause his heart was so tender. The 
remembrance of Josiah in Judah and 
in Jerusalem is like the perfume of 
the apothecary, and like music at a 
banquet of wine. 


Verse by Verse 

2 Chron. 34:1.—“Josiah was eight years 
old ... and he reigned in Jerusalem 
one and thirty years.” The name means 
“Jehovah supports him.” For the name 
of his mother see 2 Kings 22:1. Simple 
arithmetic will show that he died at the 
early age of thirty-nine. 

Verse 2.—“‘And he did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord... .” How 


the son and grandson of such wicked 
men as Amon and Manasseh could be 
so good is as remarkable as that so good 
a man as Hezekiah could have such a 
wicked son as Manasseh. 

Verse 3.—“For in the eighth year of 
his reign . . . he began to seek after 
the God of David . . . and in the twelfth 
year he began to purge Judah...” At 
the age of sixteen Josiah had a definite 
experience of the Lord, and at twenty 
undertook a thorough national reform, 
sparing none of the idolatrous institu- 
tions. 

Verse 4.—“And they brake down the 
altars of Baalim ... and made dust of 
them ...” Josiah went further than the 
converted Manasseh, who only “re- 
moved” the images, so that Amon was 
able to restore them. Josiah pulverized 
them, so that they could not be restored. 

Verse 5.—‘And he burnt-the bones of 
the priests upon their altars...” This 
constituted religious defilement, render- 
ing these heathen altars unfit for fur- 
ther use. The priests referred to were 
already dead and buried, but Josiah had 
their bones disinterred for this purpose. 


Verse 6.—“. . . in the cities of Manas- 
seh, and Ephraim . . . with their mat- 
tocks . . .” Josiah carried his incono- 


clastic reform throughout the whole ex- 
tent of Israel as well as Judah. Special 
reference is made to Jeroboam’s great 
altar in Bethel in 2 Kings 23:15-18. The 
words translated “with their mattocks” 
are somewhat uncertain. According to 
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a certain pointing in the Hebrew they 
would read “in their ruins,” so describ- 
ing the desolate state of the land since 
the days of Shalmaneser and Sargon. 

Verse 7.—“And .. . cut down all the 
idols throughout all the land of Israel.” 
Josiah personally led this expedition, 
and saw that the work was thoroughly 
done. 

Verse 8.—“Now in the eighteenth year 
of his reign ... he sent Shaphan.,. 
and Maaseiah , .. and Joah ... to re- 
pair the house of the Lord. , .” Here 
was a notable building repair committee, 
made necessary by the years of neglect. 

Verse 9.—“. they delivered the 
money ... which the Levites ... had 
gathered ...” The funds had been col- 
lected in the course of the royal purga- 
tion mission, the Levites having been 
put in charge of this branch of the opera- 
tions. We are not told the method of 
collection. It was doubtless a freewill 
matter, since the king had no real juris- 
diction over the territory of Israel. 

Verse 10.—“And they put it in the hand 
of the workmen that had the oversight 

. . and they gave it to the workmen 
...”’ See how the money rolled: from the 
people to the Levites, from the Levites 
to the building committee, from the 
committee to the high priest; then again, 
with the authority of the high priest, 
they distributed the funds to the over- 
seers, and they in turn to the workmen. 

Verse 11.—“, . . to buy hewn stone, 
and timber . . . the houses which the 
kings of Judah had destroyed.” This 
verse gives detail of the work to be 
done, and the reason it was necessary 
—destructive kings! 

Verse 12—“And the men did the work 
faithfully ...” These few words say 
much. The leadership of the king in- 
spired faithfulness in the humblest 
artisan. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In his commission to Jeremiah God 
said, “See, I have this day set thee over 
the nations and over the kingdoms, to 
root out, and to pull down, and to de- 
stroy, and to throw down, to build, and 
to plant” (Jer. 1:10). Notice that this 
task laid upon Jeremiah had its de- 
structive aspect and its constructive as- 
pect. We often hear such a remark as, 
“It is a constructive ministry that 
counts,” the implication being that we 
should avoid anything of a negative 
quality. The Biblical order, however, 
has a place for the destructive or nega- 
tive ministry as well as for the con- 
structive or positive activity. Jeremiah 
as a prophet and Josiah as a king had 
Such a double task committed to them. 

Our lesson shows us young Josiah act- 
ing as a veritable iconoclast in his zeal 
for God. The idols, the images, the 
altars, the high places, the groves, and 
all else connected with the deep-rooted 
idolatry which his father and his grand- 
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Last Week's Lesson 
10. (8) June 5.—Manasseh’s Sin and 
Repentance (Temperance). 
2 Chronicles 33 
Next Week's Lesson 


12. (10) June 19.—Josiah Keéps the 
Passover ...2 Chronicles 35; 2 Kings 23 








father had introduced into the nation 
must be ruthlessly torn down, cast out, 
and destroyed. 

There had already been the experience 
of a positive return to God without a 
thoroughgoing destruction of idolatry, 
and had proved itself ineffective. We 
have already seen how Manasseh after 
his conversion had removed the idol- 
atrous images and altars from the Tem- 
ple and Jerusalem without destroying 
them, only to have them restored by his 
son Amon. Josiah was determined to 
make a thorough work of it so that if 
idolatry were ever again introduced into 
the nation it would have to start “from 
scratch.” He, at least, would be respon- 
sible for none of it. 

But along with his work of holy de- 
struction Josiah had a positive program. 
Even while he toured the country on 
his mission of purgation he was sponsor- 
ing a building fund for the restoration 
of the Lord’s house and the re-establish- 
ment of the ancient worship. It is in- 
teresting to notice that the Levites had 
done the collecting, not only from the 
inhabitants of Judah, but from the rem- 
nants of the northern tribes, too. The 
building program was well organized 
under the noble and capable committee, 
directed apparently by the high priest 
himself. The leadership inspired the 
workers so that they did the work faith- 
fully. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HO were Israel’s three best kings? 
2. What three great powers were 
struggling for the mastery when Josiah 
came to the throne? x 

3. How old was Josiah (1) when he 
became king, (2) when he had a definite 
experience with God, (3) when he un- 
dertook a national restoration of the 
true worship of God? 

4. How did Josiah meet his death? 

5. What two kings were mentioned by 
name in prophecy long before they were 
born? 

6. How did Josiah carry his reforma- 
tion further than Manasseh? ; 

7. What old prophecy did Josiah ful- 
fill in his work of reformation? 

8. How far did Josiah carry his work 
of destroying idolatry? 

9. Who constituted the collecting com- 
mittee for Josiah’s building fund? 

10. What made a Temple repair pro- 
gram necessary? 


(Answers on page 432) 
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One doubts whether the statement 
concerning the workers in verse 12 of 
our lesson could have been made if 
Josiah had been halfhearted in the de- 
struction of all of the paraphernalia of 
idolatry. This is not a plea for con- 
tentiousness, but a reminder that sin 
cannot be dealt with effectively with kid 
gloves. It must be given no quarter. 


Topics for Development 

Named in Prophecy. Two kings, one of 
Judah and one a Gentile, had their 
names mentioned in prophecy long be- 
fore they were ever born. Josiah, the 
king of Judah, is presented in our les- 
son this week. In the days of Jeroboam 
of Israel, who led the rebellion of the 
northern tribes, an altar was built in 
Bethel in connection with the worship 
of the golden calf which Jeroboam had 
set up. A prophet from Judah at that 
time came to Bethel and prophesied 
against this altar saying, “O altar, altar, 
thus saith the Lord; Behold, a child shall 
be born unto the house of David, Josiah 
by name; and upon thee shall he offer 
the priests of the high places that burn 
incense upon thee, and men’s bones 
shall be burnt upon thee” (1 Kings 13: 
2). For the fulfillment of this prophecy 
more than three centuries later read 
2 Kings 23: 15-18. 

The Gentile whose name was men- 
tioned in prophecy was Cyrus, the con- 
queror of Babylon. He is mentioned by 
name twice in Isaiah, chapter 44:24 to 
chapter 45:4. The heart of the prophecy 
is in Isaiah 44:28—“That saith of Cyrus, 
He is my shepherd, and shall perform 
all my pleasure: even saying to Jeru- 
salem, Thou shalt be built; and to the 
temple, Thy foundation shal] be laid.” 
The record of the fulfillment of that 
promise is given in 2 Chronicles 36:22, 
23, and in Ezra 1:1-4. It will be noticed 
that both of these records mention the 
prophecy of Jeremiah rather than that 
of Isaiah, Jeremiah’s being closer to the 
event, but as we have seen it was Isaiah 
who named him 150 years before. 

The critics, of course, have sought to 
blunt the edge of these prophecies by 
suggestions of later interpolation as well 
as a theory of a second and later Isaiah. 
But there is no convincing reason why 
we should abandon the traditional view 
of the prophecies, once we grant the fact 
of prophecy. We cannot put God in a 
strait jacket and insist that prophecy 
must be only in generalizations. The 
prophecies concerning our Lord dealt 
with such details as the disposal of His 
garments and His thirst on the cross, 


Practical Applications 

Begin to serve God early, your years 
may be few and short. 

Only those who have sought God for 
themselves can make Him known to 
others. 

It must be God or Baal, not God and 
Baal. It must be God or mammon, not 


God and mammon. God is a jealous God 
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who will not share His glory with an- 
other. 
The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
And worship only Thee. 
—William Cowper. 
Give no quarter to sin, but clear the 
decks for the service of God, 


Golden Text 


Psa. 119:9.—‘Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way? by taking 
heed thereto according to thy word.” The 
old adage which {fs frequently seen writ- 
ten on the flyleaf of a Bible is still true: 
“This Book will keep you from sin: sin 
will keep you from this Book. Better 
choose the Book.” 


ELMuurstT, ILL. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTED HyMNS 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 

“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
“Just as I Am, Thine Own To Be” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our holy 

Heavenly Father, we thank Thee that 
we may early seek Thee, find Thy par- 
don, and know Thy power to live up- 
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rightly and usefully. Draw many young 
lives this day to the Lord Jesus. Help 
those here present who are not yet Thine 
to turn to Thee with all their heart 
this very day. Bless the work of all 
who give out Thy Word this day and 
make it fruitful in converting sinners 
and establishing Christians in every 
right and holy way. Comfort and re- 
lieve all afflicted folk. Guide world 
leaders that they may promote justice 
and peace, and move people in every 
place to seek first the Kingdom of God. 





Early Conversion Means 
A LIFE S$ AVED ye INNING 


RVING 
Forgive our sins, cleanse our hearts, and 
guide and keep us through the coming 
week, and we will give Thee the praise 
and glory through Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Josiah was the good 
son of a bad father. .We wonder how 
he could have turned out so well. Per- 
haps he had a good mother whose in- 
fluence turned the young king to the 
Lord. Possibly, too, Josiah’s grand- 
father, Manasseh, had talked to his 
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“Be ye STEDFAST,unmove- 
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grandson and urged him to serve the 
Lord. Manasseh, who died when Josiah 
was six, served false gods most: of his 
long reign, turning to the Lord only 
late in life when in great trouble. He 
must have sorrowed over the great harm 
he had done and how he had wasted 


his years. He had a saved soul but a 
lost life, and he may have urged his 
little grandson to spend his whole life 
in the service of the Lord. 

Just how it came to pass, we are not 
told, but it is pleasant to read of Josiah 
that “while he was yet young, he be- 
gan to seek after the God of David his 
[fore] father.” When the story of your 
life is told, will it be said that while 
you were yet young you sought the 
Lord? Better far to turn to Him early 
and spend a whole life in His service 
than to serve Satan most or all of your 
life. And to love and serve the Lord 
in early life doesn’t mean putting an 
old head on young shoulders. One lad 
of six who gave his heart to the Sav- 
iour prayed, “Lord, make me the kind of 
boy You were when You were six years 
old.” That was a wise prayer. God 
does not ask you to be at six or at 
sixteen what you should be at thirty- 
six or at sixty. But He is ready to re- 
ceive you now and help you be what He 
expects of you at your present age. 
First ask the Saviour to forgive your 
sins and give you a new heart. Then 
give yourself to Him in this prayer: 

Just as I am, Thine own to be, 

Friend of the young, who lovest’' me, 

To consecrate myself to Thee, 

O Jesus Christ, I come. 


Just as I am, young, strong, and free, 

To be the best that I can be 

For truth, and righteousness, and Thee, 
Lord of my life, I come. 


Cautcary, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he , . . declined neither to the 
right hand, nor to the left” (2 Chron. 
34:2).—Josiah was eight years old when 
he began to reign. Some of his con- 
temporaries were the prophets Jere- 
miah and Zephaniah, the Prophetess 
Huldah, and the high priest Hilkiah; 
hence he had godly counselors. And 
in the multitude of such counselors there 
is safety. 

It is an inestimable privilege for chil- 
dren to have the example, influence, and 
advice of godly persons. I thank God 
that my parents were born-again Chris- 
tians before I ever saw the light of day. 
They surrounded me with an environ- 
ment of what I call spiritual persons and 
things. The Word of God was poured 
into me, so to speak, from earliest child- 
hood. Like Timothy, I knew the Holy 
Scriptures “from a child”; and they were 
not only able, but did make me wise 
unto salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus (2 Tim, 3:15). 
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Lesson for June 12 


Let us unceasingly thank God for all 
parents, teachers, preachers, and work- 
ers who are willing to spend and be 
spent in the transcendently important 
work of teaching the Holy Scriptures 
to children and young people. 

It seems to be the consensus of opin- 
ion on the part of authorities, that the 
main cause of the prevalent scourge of 
juvenile delinquency is the lack of godly 
persons in the home, school, and church 
to instruct properly the youth of the 
land. 

Naturally, we are creatures of ex- 
tremes, and it is so easy for us to jump 
to one extreme or the other. It is both 
interesting and profitable to observe the 
Holy Spirit, in the passage under con- 
sideration, calling attention to the fact 
that young King Josiah “declined neither 
to the .right hand, nor to the left’— 
as there are errors on both hands. He 
evidently remained at the center of the 
will of God. 

According to the press, politicians to- 
day are divided into the following 
classes: right, left, right of center, and 
left of center. I am wondering if we 
shall yet see a report to the effect that Mr. 
So-and-So is at what the editors would 
call exact center! A rightist is one who 
is an extreme conservative. A leftist is, 
of course, a Red or Communist. A per- 
son who is right of center is one whose 
bias is toward conservativism, without 
going to the extreme. A person who is 
left of center is one whose leaning is 
toward Communism, without actually 
being an active member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Christendom today has many rightists, 
leftists, and the like, in a spiritual sense, 
which accounts for the strange condi- 
tions to be found in the religious world. 
There has only been One who always 
did the things pleasing to the Father 
(John 8:29); but it is a joy to know 
there are those who are seeking in the 
energy of the Spirit to fulfill His charge, 
“Follow me!” 

“For in the eighth year of his reign 
... he began to seek after the God of 
David” (2 Chron. 34:3).—The eighth year 
of his reign would be the sixteenth of 
his age. So Josiah was another teen-ager 
like Uzziah, who did “right in the sight 
of the Lord” (2 Chron, 26:4). 

The world admits it cannot “put an 
old head on young shoulders,” but it is 
abundantly evident from the Scriptures 
that the Holy Spirit can place a godly 
head on young shoulders. 

David had cried, “O God, thou art 
my God; early will I seek thee: my soul 
thirsteth for thee .. .” (Psa. 63:1). 
Young Josiah was walking in the steps 
of his father David, in this important 
matter. At sixteen years of age “he 
began to seek after the God of David.” 
And he found the promise true: “Those 
that seek me early shal! find me” (Prov. 
8:17). What a great difference there 


would be in their lives, as well as in 
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the church and the world, if all teen- 
agers sought after God! 

While leading a Bible Reading in a 
home in southern California, the lady 
of the house said to me, “My teen-age son 
wouldn’t remain in the home for the 
reading tonight, because he is so afraid 
he’ll miss a thrill in the world. He is 
out seeking it!” She felt confident he 
would return disappointed. All such 
seeking is vain—that is, empty of proper 
returns—for the time, money, and effort 
expended. “I said not unto the seed 
of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain,” said the 
Lord (Isa. 45:19). All such seeking as 
Josiah did shall bear delightful fruit. 

“And he burnt the bones of the priests 
upon their altars ...” (2 Chron. 34:5).— 
At last, after more than three hundred 
years, the prophecy of “the man of God 
out of Judah,” regarding the birth of 
a child, bearing the name of “Josiah,” 
is fulfilled! (See 1 Kings 13:1, 2.) 

“Scoffers long may have asked, ‘Where 
is the promise of this coming prince, this 
child ,of the house of David, named 
Josiah?’ And as generation after gen- 
eration passed, and no prince of that 
name appeared, even the righteous may 
have questioned in their minds and won- 
dered if God had forgotten, or doubted 
if the prophecy were really true... . 
But the prophecy was now fulfilled— 
as all God’s Word must be” (C. Knapp). 

We need not marvel that there are 
scoffers today, “walking after their own 
lusts, and saying, Where is the promise 
of his coming?” (2 Pet. 3:3, 4.) “The 
scripture cannot be broken” (John 10: 
35). Every promise in relation to the 
second advent of the Lord Jesus shall 
literally be fulfilled, just as certainly as 
all the predictions regarding. his first 
advent were fulfilled. 

A little girl was telling the story of 
Enoch in her own way. “Enoch and 
God,” she related, “used to take long 
walks together. And one day they 
walked farther than usual; and God said, 
‘Enoch, you must be tired; come into 
My house and rest.’” The Lord Jesus 
said, “And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also” (John 14:3). Let us 
with childlike—not childish—faith, be- 
lieve His promise, and say, “Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus” (Rey, 22:20). 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here’s a shining mark in 

a dull row of disappointments. For 
the past eight Sundays we have been 
scanning the careers of seven of Judah’s 
kings, succeeding to the throne of Da- 
vid who was a man after God’s own 
heart (Acts 13:22). Some of them were 
totally bad, ruthlessly breaking God’s 
laws and leading God’s people into idol- 
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atry; some were good; while others 
seemed to make a good start, but then 
made unholy alliances and lapsed into 
wickedness. God’s prophets would warn, 
and for a time there would be partial 
reforms, but for many years God’s 
Chosen People were reprobate until final 
judgment brought them into captivity 
and God permitted their enemies to 
overturn their government and enslave 
them. First Israel, then Judah. But 
now here toward the last comes this 
shining mark, young Josiah. Though 
his reign lasted thirty-one years, God 
delayed the judgment until after his 
death, as a special mark of His favor 
to a young man who “did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord, and 
walked in the ways of David his [fore] 
father, and declined neither to the right 
hand, nor to the left” (2 Chron. 34:2). 

So it is a real relief to come to the 
record of King Josiah’s good reign. This 
lad was only eight years old when he 
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ascended the throne, but he had godly 
advisers in Hilkiah the priest and Sha- 
phan the scribe, and he evidently was 
teachable and wise even in his early 
years. For five years he was instructed 
and trained by the godly Hilkiah, until 
he was thirteen years old, when by Jew- 
ish law he could act upon his own judg- 
ment. 

Soon he began to take hold of the reins, 
and his first concern was to rid the land 
of idolatry and restore allegiance of his 
people to God. He destroyed the 
heathen altars, and to do it thoroughly 
he ground them into dust; he also broke 
down the idols and carved images and 
ground them into dust, then “strowed 
it upon the graves of them that had 
sacrificed unto them” (34:4). He even 
exhumed the bones of the heathen 
priests and burned them on their altars. 
Not only in Jerusalem and Judah did he 
destroy the heathen “furniture,” but he 
went out personally into the cities of 
Israel, “Manasseh, and Ephraim, and 
Simeon, and . . . Naphtali,” and likewise 
destroyed the idolatrous equipment in 
those provinces. 

When he returned to Jerusalem he gave 
orders for the Temple to be repaired, 
and it was while this operation was in 
progress, Hilkiah the priest discovered 
the “book of the law” which had lain 
hidden and neglected for many years. 
This consisted of the books of Moses, the 
first five books of our Bible. 

It was when Josiah was twenty-six 
years old that he first saw the Book of 
the Law, containing God’s clear com- 
mands for holiness, along with the severe 
penalties which would be enjoined for 
disobedience. This greatly distressed 
the conscientious young king and he 
“rent his clothes” in sorrow. He sent 
Hilkiah to the Prophetess Huldah to in- 
quire what he should do to set things 
right, and she sent back word to Josiah: 
“Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will 
bring evil upon this place, and upon the 
inhabitants thereof, even all the curses 
that are written in the book which they 
have read before the king of Judah: 
because they have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense to other gods... there- 
fore my wrath shall be poured out upon 
this place, and shall not be quenched. 
And as for the king of Judah, who sent 
you to inquire of the Lord . . . Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel . , . Be- 
cause thine heart was tender, and thou 
didst humble thyself before God, when 
thou heardest his words against this 
place . . . and humblest thyself before 
me, and didst rend thy clothes, and weep 
. .. I have even heard thee also, saith 
the Lord. Behold, I will gather thee to 
thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered 
to thy grave in peace, neither shall thine 
eyes see all the evil that I will bring 
upon this place...” (vs. 24-28). 


Josiah was permitted to go right on 
with his reforms, and he restored the 
Feast of the Passover in such a wonder- 
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ful way that it was said that no Pass- 
over like it had been kept in Israel since 
the days of Samuel, over four hundred 
years before. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


The Field Marshal’s Bible.—Where- 
withal shall a young man cleanse his 
way? by taking heed thereto according 
to thy word (Psa, 119:9, Golden Text). 
“Bemersyde,” ancestral home of the 
Haigs, was restored and presented by a 
grateful nation to Field-Marshal Earl 
Haig at the end of the First World War. 
It is now his memorial museum. One 
motherly touch which dominates with 
its Scottish character of simplicity the 
whole of this gorgeous and glittering 
display of his country’s gratituge is the 
modest gift of mother to son—an octavo- 
sized Bible, with her autograph inscrip- 
tion—which was carried by the Field- 
Marshal through all the ups and downs 
of one of the greatest conflicts of the 
world’s history. There it was lying on 
a small table at the side of his narrow 
little bed.—From C, Ritchie, in Life and 
Work. Sent by William Ewen, Tarfside, 
Brechin, Scotland. Prize illustration, 


Lawrence’s Fear.—And he did that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
. .. and declined neither to the right 
hand, nor to the left (2 Chron. 34:2). 
Of all the memorials in Westminster 
Abbey there is not one that gives a 
nobler thought than that inscribed on 
the monument to Lord Lawrence—sim- 
ply his name, the date of his death, and 
these words: “He feared man so little, 
because he feared God so much.”—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


What Rejoiced His Heart.—While he 
was yet young, he began to seek after 
. . . God (2 Chron. 34:3). Sir George 
Burns was the founder of the Cunard 
Steamship Company and the pioneer of 
transatlantic travel. He was a prodigi- 
ous worker and a Christian of the sturdy 
Scottish type. In his ninety-fourth year, 
when reviewing his life’s work, he said: 
“Mine has been a highly prosperous 
career, and I am most thankful for it. 
But in looking back as I do now, this 
reflection gives me no real satisfaction; 
there is nothing in that fact upon which 
I can rest. But when I read, as I have 
been reading lately, letters written by 
myself as a young man, sixty or sev- 
enty years ago, and when I find that 
then I was fully decided for Christ, that 
knowledge indeed rejoices my heart in 
my old age.”—From the Methodist Re- 
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corder. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


The Princess’ Testimony.—While he 
was yet young, he began to seek after 
the God of David his father (2 Chron. 
34:3). Some years ago, the Rev. Hugh 
McCullough, addressing a gathering of 


children, mentioned a famous painting, 


“The King of Kings,” by Charles E. But- 


ler, which depicted a number of kings 


noted in history, with the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the midst, and the kings of 
the earth offering Him their crowns, 
with the exception of a few who re- 
fused to pay Him homage. He went on 
to relate how our present Sovereign, 
who was then Princess Elizabeth, was 
presented with a copy of this picture, 
and she liked it so well that-it was hung 
in her bedroom. One day when a vis- 
itor called to see her mother, then 
Duchess of York, the Princess invited 
their guest to see this picture, and she 
said, “Do you know who that is in the 
center? Jesus is a greater King than 
Grandpa [George V], and if we serve 
Him we shall see Him one day.” Mr. 
McCullough admitted that when he first 
heard this story he did not believe it. 
But he wrote to the Queen to find out 
whether it was true or not, and received 
a letter from Her Majesty in reply, con- 
firming that all the details related were 
quite true—From the Dawn. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Title—or Possession?—When he had 
purged the land, and the house, he sent 
Shaphan ... and Masseiah ... and Joah 
. , . to repair the house of the Lord his 
God (2 Chron, 34:8). A Peking girls’ 
school grew in numbers until additional 
buildings were needed. These were pur- 
chased from a Chinese family whose 
property adjoined the school. After 
much bargaining a sale was effected. 
The papers were drawn up and the pur- 
chase price paid. But in the fall the 
school was unable to occupy the build- 
ings because the Chinese family had 
not moved out. Purchase gives title, 
but only delivery gives possession. Your 
life belongs to Christ by right of pur- 
chase, but have you moved out so that 
He can move in?—From Ruth Paxson, 
in Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


Not a New Objection—They gave it 
to the workmen that wrought in the 
house of the Lord (2 Chron. 34:10). One 
day I was traveling in Liverpool on a 
train whose track ran at the foot of 
the hill below the new Anglican cathe- 
dral. “Just look at that cathedral!” said 
a man beside me. “What's it going to 
cost? Millions; but it would be more 
to the credit of the folk who are build- 
ing it if they’d stop wasting. their money 
on churches like that and give the money 
to improve the lot of the people who 
live in the slum down here to our left.” 
Overhearing the remark, a gentleman 
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near me, addressing the man, said: 
“There’s nothing original in what you've 
just said, my friend. A very notorious 
man said something of the same sort a 
long time ago.” “Oh,” said the man, “and 
who was that?” “Judas Iscariot,” was 
the reply—From the Methodist Re- 
corder. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Captivating Service.—And the men 
did the work faithfully (2 Chron. '34:12). 
The late Rev. John Campbell of Kings- 
land used to relate an anecdote illustra- 
tive of the zeal of Mr. Townsend to the 
cause of Christ. Finding him one Tues- 
day morning leaning on the balustrade 
that led to the breakfast room of the 
Religious Tract Society, and unable to 
proceed from a difficulty of breathing, 
Mr. Campbell remarked, “Mr. Townsend, 
is this you? Why should you come in 
this state of body to our meetings? You 
have attended them for a long time, and 
you should now leave that work for 
younger men.” His words were, “Oh, 
Johnny, Johnny, man, it is hard to give 
up working in the service of such a 
Master!”—From Biblical Museum. Sent 
by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. 


Ms 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we are going to be thinking 

about the third boy king of Judah. 
Who was the first one? (Joash.) Right. 
What kind of king was he? (Good— 
until his uncle died.) Correct, but not 
so good afterward. What about Manas- 
seh, who started to reign at the age of 
twelve? (He was very bad until God 
punished him.) That’s true. Josiah, the 
third boy king of Judah, was by far 
the best of these as well as the last good 
king of Judah. 

After Manasseh died, his son Amon 
became king at twenty-two years of age. 
Amon was just as wicked as his father 
had been, and he did not repent. After 
he had reigned only two years, his serv- 
ants assassinated him in his own house. 
Then his eight-year-old son Josiah was 
crowned king. 

Now let us read 2 Chronicles 34:1, 2. 
See how highly Josiah is commended in 
this second verse: He did right in the 
sight of the Lord, he followed in the 
footsteps of David, and his aim was to 
please God perfectly! The next yerse 
tells why Josiah was able to live a life 
so praised by God. (Because “while 
he was yet young, he began to seek after 
the God of David his father.) Right. 
How old was he at that time? (Sixteen 
years old.) The very same age as some 
of you! And this does not mean just 
that he was a little interested in the 
things of God at that age. It means 
that at sixteen he started to, live for 
God with all the earnestness and energy 
of his being. 
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By the time Josiah was twenty years 
old he was ready to undertake the tre- 
mendous task of bringing the nation 
back to God. This was such a huge and 
difficult job that many an older man 
would have feared to attempt it. But 
Josiah desired above all else to do God's 
will, and so he started in. Although 
Manasseh had, after his repentance, tried 
to abolish some of the abominable idol- 
atry he had encouraged, he had not 
really destroyed it. His son Amon set 
up all the images again, and idolatry 
still flourished while Josiah was a child. 
Now at the age of twenty, he faced a 
country full of idols to Baal in groves 
dedicated to his worship! Then there 
was a so-called sacred valley where chil- 
dren were burned to the god Molech. 
There were high places consecrated to 
the goddess Ashtoreth, also the god 
Chemosh and to another called Milcom. 
There were horses and chariots dedi- 
cated to the worship of the sun. The 
moon and other heavenly bodies were 
being worshiped. On every hand wick- 
edness was being practiced in the name 
of religion. We learn in 2 Kings 23:7 
that there were houses of immorality in 
connection with their idol worship. 
Young King Josiah had to face these 
things at first without any great prophet 
to help him. Isaiah had been dead 
about fifty years, and Jeremiah was 
just beginning to prophesy. So King 
Josiah not only had to order all these 
idolatrous things destroyed but had to 
go himself to superintend their destruc- 
tion. 

Now read 2 Chronicles 34:3-7. It took 
Josiah six years to do all this. Notice 
that he destroyed idolatry in the part 
of the land where the northern king- 
dom had been, as well as in his own 
kingdom of Judah. Turn to 1 Kings 
13:1, 2. Now look at 2 Kings 23:15, 16. 
Three hundred years before Josiah was 
born, God had foretold that he would 
do this very thing. Certainly his wicked 
father Amon did not name him Josiah 
because of this prophecy. Most likely 
he knew nothing of it. It would seem 
that the Word of God had been lost 
during the reign of Manasseh, and of 
course Amon had no desire to find it 
and read it, if he knew such a Book 
existed. But God had said that a king 
named Josiah would be born and would 
burn the bones of the false prophets 
of Jeroboam on their false altar. So 
this was done, for God’s Word is abso- 
lutely certain to be fulfilled. 

Now that the business of destroying 
the idols was accomplished, the young 
king was ready to start the work of re- 
pairing the house of the Lord. Let us 
read 2 Chronicles 34:8-12, stopping at 
the word “faithfully.” Those who did 
the work in the house of the Lord 
worked faithfully. Turn back to 2 
Kings 22:7. They worked faithfully, and 
they took care of the Lord’s money 
faithfully. Faithfulness is praised very 
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highly in the Word of God. Turning 
to God early in life, then living and 
working faithfully for Him are the sure 
ways of happiness, both in this life and 
also in the next. 

While Josiah was yet young, he de- 
cided to follow the Lord and he fol- 
lowed Him faithfully. Jenny Lind, a 
famous Swedish singer, made the same 
choice. Here is a story that shows her 
faithfulness to God. One day when she 
was in Stockholm, the capital of Sweden, 
she received an invitation from the king 
to come and take part in a musical 
festival to be held at the palace the next 
Sunday. This was a great honor, but 
Jenny Lind wrote a polite note of refusal 
because she did not think the program 
was suitable for the Lord’s Day. The 
King himself called upon her urging 
her to reconsider her decision. She knew 
that if she went, it was an opportunity 
for greater success than opens to most 
artists, but she was determined to please 
her Lord at all costs. She said to the 
King, “Your Majesty, I have a greater 
King in Heaven, to whom I must be 
faithful. I cannot do what Your Majesty 
desires without offending Him. So please 
excuse me for declining to do what Your 
Majesty wishes.” Jenny Lind may have 
lost some earthly honors by her faith- 
fulness to God, but her heavenly reward 
will more than make up for that. 

How do we stand? Have we sought 
the Lord? Are we being faithful to 
Him every day? Luke 16:10 says, “He 
that is faithful in that which is least 
is faithful also in much.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
yd 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Young King (2 Chron. 34:1-8) 


GAIN the golden crown of Judah 

was placed on a little boy’s head! 
This time it was Josiah, eight years old. 
His father had been so bad that after 
two years his own servants murdered 
him. But what a nice thing the Bible 
says about the new young king: “He 
did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord, and walked in the ways 
of David . . . and declined neither to 
the right hand, nor to the left.” Per- 
haps Grandfather Manasseh had told 
Josiah over and over when he was only 
five or six, how important it was to fol- 
low the Lord—he had learned the hard 
way! Remember? Perhaps there was 
a wise priest or prophet who taught the 
young prince right ways. Best of all, 
perhaps Josiah had a good mother who 
taught him to love the Lord from his 
baby days. Maybe all three! But there 
was one help he did not have! He did 
not have a Bible. And nobody knew 


' where there was one. 


When the young king was grown up 
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enough to run the country himself, six- 
teen years old, he worshiped the Lord. 
When he was twenty, he started to clean 
the idols out of the city of Jerusalem, 
and in later years he went even up into 
the far parts of what was once the coun- 
try of Israel. He had men with him 
who broke down idols, altars, and plates 
for worship. He strewed the pieces of 
the broken idols on the graves of those 
who had worshiped them. He burned 
the bones of the idol priests on their 
altars. 

When Josiah was twenty-six years old 
and quite grown-up, he set about get- 
ting the house of God fixed up fine 
again. Nearly two hundred and fifty 
years had gone by since the other boy 
king, Joash, when grown-up, had col- 
lected the monéy and fixed it up. 

During this cleaning up and repairing, 
what do you suppose the priest found? 
A Bible! “A book of the law of the 
Lord given by Moses.”“It was taken to 
the king and read. Was he happy? No, 
he tore his robe in grief and began to 
cry! Why? He heard what terrible 
punishments God had threatened if the 
people did not keep His laws. And they 
had not kept them! Would all these 
awful things happen to them? The king 
sent a group of five men to ask a lady 
prophet about it. She sent back word 
that all these things would surely hap- 
pen because the people had left God 
and worshiped gods which their hands 
had made. But because King Josiah’s 
heart was soft and humble, and he had 
wept and prayed when he heard the 
words of God, God had heard his prayer 
and promised that all these things would 
not happen while he lived. 

Then the good king gathered all his 
people together in the Lord’s house and 
read the Book to them. The king made 
a promise to follow the Lord, to obey 
His laws with all his heart and do what 
the Book said. He made all the people 
promise, too. So the country was off 
to a good start again! 

You are over eight years old already. 
When you get to be sixteen, will you be 
reacy to go straight in the Lord’s way 
all by yourself? You have a church 
and a Sunday school teacher to teach 
you right ways. Do you have a Chris- 
tian parent, too, and a grandfather to 
tell stories of his experience and give 
good advice? You have a Bible. But 
do you read it for yourself? It says, 
“Cease to do evil; learn to do well” 
(Isa. 1:16,.17, Memory Verse). What are 
some of the idol altars that need to be 
broken down in your life and cleaned 
out—any bad books, or television pro- 
grams, or secret wrong things you do? 
Remember you are to be king of your 
life! 

Orono, MAINE. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


R. AUSTIN PHELPS draws some 

remarkable truths from 2 Chron- 
icles 34:3-7. First, he says, they show 
that a child may become a Christian 
very early in life; second, that young 
persons may become Christians without 
the excitement of a revival; third, that 
a young person may become a Christian 
just at the time that the pleasures of 
the world are the most attractive; and 
finally, that one who becomes a Chris- 
tian early in life is likely to become a 
better man than one who first lives 
through a career of sin, 





How do we know what pleases God? 
How do we know what displeases Him? 
How do we know what God wants us 
to do? How do we know these things? 
We learn them from His Word, the Bible. 
The Bible is a wonderful Book. It is 
a lamp (Psa. 119:105). It is a mirror 
(Jas, 1:23-25). It is food (1 Pet. 2:2). 
It is a sword (Heb. 6:17). It is a living 
Word—a person (John 1:1). 

(A good object lesson entitled “Search! 
Believe! Obey!” by Babette Kaltenbach 1 
could be used very effectively as an 
introduction to today’s lovely lesson 
story. The author’s suggestion of present- 
ing the foregoing items in riddle form, 
is excellent. This will hold the interest 
of your children and you will be happy 
to see their faces light up as they ap- 
prehend the riddle.) 

In the long, long ago when good King 
Josiah lived, the Bible, as we have it 
today, was not yet written. Indeed, 
many of the things that are written in 
your Bible and mine had not even yet 
happened when good King Josiah was 
living! Probably only a few of the Old 
Testament books had been recorded. 
And these were written by hand, perhaps 
on scrolls, 

Do you know that when Josiah became 
king he was the age of some of you 
boys? He was eight years old. And, 
like you, he was plenty old enough to 
know about God and to know about 
God’s Word. Although his father (Amon) 
who was king before him, did not serve 
the true and living God, somehow Josiah 
knew that his father was wrong. Josiah 
may have learned these things from his 
mother. Perhaps she had taught him 
some of David’s Psalms. (Here read 
Psas. 115:4-8; 135:15-18.) But even 
though Josiah did not have a Bible like 
ours, he did have a lamp to guide him. 
For God in Heaven is perfectly able to 
lead His children who love Him and 
desire to serve Him. So He led Josiah. 
(At this. point, Teacher, emphasize the 
other symbols as used in the introduc- 
tory object lesson: mirror, food, sword, 
living Word.) 





1 Available at your bookstore or from Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 255 Jefferson Ave., S.E., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 50 cents. 
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As Josiah walked more and more 
closely with the true and living God, 
he realized that his people were walking 
very far from God. They were worship- 
ing false make-believe gods. They were 
images—idols. So good King Josiah did 
that which was pleasing in the sight of 
his Heavenly Father. He tore down all 
the altars. He broke the images in 
pieces. Everything that did not honor 
the living God had to be removed. The 
people of his: land had to see the de- 
struction of these awful idols. 


As each make-believe god was de- 
stroyed, good King Josiah was doubt- 
less trusting that the people who had 
worshiped it would have a complete 
change of heart. He wanted them to 
forget their false idol worship. He 
wanted them to trust completely in the 
one and only true God. 


God’s house of worship had not been 
properly cared for. So good King Josiah 
arranged for the people to bring their 
money to the man in charge of God's 
house. That money was given to the 
workmen who began to repair the build- 
ing and get things in order once again. 
(You remember that an earlier king had 
done this, too.) And God blessed King 
Josiah because he honored and obeyed 
Him. 

God still needs boys (and girls, as 
well) who are willing to obey His Word, 
He will guide you in His pathway. 
And you can know what that way is 
by studying His Word, which is a lamp. 
His mirror-Book will help you to know 
what displeases Him. You will be able 
to please Him by often using His Word 
as your sword as the Lord Jesus did. 
And, if you have received the Lord 
Jesus, the living Word, He will be with 
you every moment of every day. What 
better friend could you ever, ever have? 
Let us purpose to use God’s wonderful 
Book every day. 


LANCASTER, Pa, 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 427) 

1. David, Hezekiah, and Josiah. 

2. Assyria, Egypt, and Babylon. 

3. (1) eight, (2) sixteen, (3) twenty. 

4. In battle against the Egyptians when 
he challenged their passage through 
Palestine on a military expedition 
against Assyria. 

5. Josiah and Cyrus. See Topics for 
Development. 

6. Manasseh only removed the images, 
but Josiah completely destroyed them. 

7. The prophecy of the man of God 
from Judah in the days of Jeroboam I 
of Israel—that Josiah would defile the 
altar of Bethel with the ashes of dead 
men’s bones. 

8. He did not confine it within his own 
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kingdom of Judah, but extended it 
throughout all Israel]. 

9. The Levites (2 Chron. 34:9). 

10. Previous kings of Judah had de- 
stroyed some of the buildings (v. 11). 

ELMuurst, ILL, 


we 
The Gospel on TV 


(Continued from page 425) 


all gifts are tax exempt. For further 
information write to the Children’s Gos- 
pel Hour, 3012 Fox Drive, Chattanooga 
11, Tenn. Henry C. Geiger, Director. 

The Children’s Gospel Hour is also be- 
ing broadcast by tape transcription over 
a radio network of over one hundred 
stations in the United States, Australia, 
the Philippines, and Africa. In this field 
also the door is open and radio men are 
more than glad to broadcast this program 
without charge. If your local station 
is not now broadcasting our program we 
will be glad to send them a tape to 
audition. It costs but $3 a week to sup- 
ply each station with our tape program. 
For this low cost each station reaches 
thousands of children with the good 
news of salvation in Christ. Pray that 
God will enable the Children’s Gospel 
Hour to reach an ever-increasing num- 
ber of boys and girls with this message 
from God’s Word. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


God's Promise of Blessing 
(Continued from second page) 


that is the sympathy of God; and that 
is the accent of today. There was a 
time when men were awed by the ter- 
ror of God. But, surely, the Evangel 
reveals to us, not the terror, but the 
tenderness of God. 

“I will do better unto you than at 
your beginnings.” How apposite this is 
to the inevitable needs of life! As we 
get further along life’s journey we find 
new needs asserting themselves. We 
are none of us the same as when last 
we met. We sometimes hear preachers 
say, “You will never hear the Gospel 
again.” It would be truer to say, “You 
will never hear it as you hear it today. 
You will never be as you are today. 
Tomorrow you will be conscious of new 
needs.” And unless God were doing bet- 
ter things for us, our needs would out- 
strip His grace, but, as it is, His grace 
outstrips our needs. We might apply this 
to the various realms of life. Oh, who 
has not struggled, and worked, and hum- 
bled himself because of the smallness 
of self-conquest. Let this past experi- 
ence of God assure you today that the 
beginning was only the beginning, and 
that He will do better unto you as you 
follow, and obey. Who is there in Chris- 
tian service who is not often disheart- 
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ened and disappointed? “I will do better 
unto you than at your beginnings,” says 
God, and the joy you have known in 
leading a lost soul to the feet of Christ 
is but the beginning of the joy which is 
unending, as you continue in faith. It 
is true, of course, that the process often 
seems to be contradictory. It does not 
always seem as though God does do bet- 
ter than at the beginning. You may 
not be as happy as you were; but hap- 
piness is not necessarily goodness, Life’s 
burdens do not get lighter, but heavier; 
perplexities get greater, and loneliness 
more severe. And we find all this very 
difficult to understand. There are those 
who know not how the material needs 
of life are going to be met. There are 
those who experience the cold and chill 
of a bereaved and lonely life. And for 
such, all these things are but part of the 
working out of a great plan. 

“I will do better unto you than at your 
beginnings.” How true these words are 
with regard to eternity! All that has 
been good here—in superlative there. 
All that has been bright here—in ex- 
celsis there. Service, work, friendship, 
love, and above all, fellowship with God 
Himself. Heaven is the real fulfillment 
of these words. And the coming of the 
Son of God in glory is the best of all. 
“Behold, I come quickly, and my re- 
ward is with me.” Oh, that each one 
may take this word, and weave it into 
the fabric of life! Look out for God’s 
better, for God’s best. And may we be 
saved from missing it by any device 
of the Adversary. 


we 
With the New Books 


The Quest for Meekness and Quietness 
of Spirit. By Matthew Henry. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $2.) The author is best known 
for his famous six-volume “Commentary 
on the Whole Bible,” but he wrote many 
other books and pamphlets, most of 
which are out of print. Here is a fine 
devotional book of 144 pages, an ex- 
hauStive exposition of 1 Peter 3:4. Ac- 
cording to his custom, Henry breaks up 
his subject into clear divisions and sub- 
divisions, treating very fully the Nature, 
Excellency, and Application. Here one 
finds, as in the Commentary, the author’s 
quaint style, saturated with Scripture, 
vivid similes from English rural life, 
and pithy sayings from the classics or 
solid old religious writers. He gives 
“meekness” a great depth of meaning— 
and proves his points—so that this book 
is a very helpful guide to the Christian 
life and how to live it. It is full of 





sententious and epigrammatic sayings. 
For instance, “If we soberly reflect we 
shall find we have been often the worse 
for our speaking, but seldom the worse 
for our silence”; “It is better by silence 
to yield to our brother, who is or has 
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been, or may be, our friend, than by 
angry speaking to yield to the devil, 
who has been, and is, and ever will be, 
our sworn enemy.” This study cuts deep 
into many of our hidden sins, and in a 


kindly, 
remedy. 


unforgettable way shows the 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 12 
2. Think Beyond “Going Steady” 
(Mark 10:6-9; Prov. 18:22-24; 2 Tim. 2:22) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
HIS second topic in the series of 
three on “Friendship, Courtship, and 
Marriage” directs our attention, by way 
of contrast, to a pseudocourtship that is 
very prevalent in the times in which we 
live. It is called by most young people, 
“Going steady.” It is begun often in 
the early teens, long before the princi- 
pals involved would feel that a formal 
engagement would be desirable or ad- 
visable. So widespread is it that in 
many places a young person who does 
not “go steady” is looked upon with pity, 
or even thought “queer” by those 
who do, 
3 
“Going steady” often has a different 
meaning to different individuals, Some- 
times it is quite differently understood 
even by the two immediately involved. 
It is not an engagement, and carries 
with it none of the strious obligations 
of an engagement, and yet it imposes 
many of the -restrictions of an engage- 
ment. 
ye 
Now, let us understand at the very be- 
ginning of our consideration of this topic 
that it is the most ‘normal and natural 
thing in the world that older boys and girls 
and young men and women should enjoy 
each other’s company. God has designed 
human nature so that these mutual in- 
terests should prepare the way for the 
choice, a little later in life, of a life 
partner. During this period many whole- 
some and worth-while activities may be 
enjoyed by young men and women as 
they never can later on in life, when 
the responsibilities and commitments of 
making a home and a living crowd in 
and limit one’s time. 
we 
Is it not most reasonable, then, that 
no elements should be injected into this 
period of life that may hinder or mar 
these golden years, or that will deprive 
individuals of the broad friendships and 
contacts and experiences that should be 
enlarging the outlook of young people 
on life and preparing\ them for adult 
life to come? Yet “going steady” can 




















What Does the Times Publish? 


a readers of The Sunday School Times have asked us what other material we publish that would 
be of help to them in their teaching and in their daily Christian living. 


IN ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION 


us and currently carried in stock. 





articles in the Times and were reprinted in 
may be ordered directly from us at the prices quoted as long as the supply lasts. 


Canadian readers may send personal checks drawn on Canadian banks. 


BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. 


A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
a classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life. Long out of print, but now re- 
published for this generation. 

The Rev. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said 
of it, “By far the best book available on the 
subject of holiness.” 

The late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 
the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 
garded as the textbook of the Keswick Con- 
vention,” 

One hundred twenty-eight pages, bound 
in blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. 

A very excellent study of the Book of Reve- 
lation. It is now in book form as the 
result of urgent requests from many readers 
who had seen it in serial form in the Times. 

Mr. Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations 
of the many symbols in Revelation, substan- 
tiating his conclusions by Scriptural proof. 

Here is the divine forecast of coming events 
on the earth, of which all Christians should 
be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound fully 
in red cloth, $2 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 

Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1 each. 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 


A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor. It contains the entire message of “The 
Life That Wins,” which he wrote and which 
has had a world-wide ministry. Cloth bound, 
72 pages, 50 cents. 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each, 


A Little Kit of Teacher’s Tools. By 


Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
72 pages, 40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The central theme of this booklet is that 
every part of the Bible is God’s Word. 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 


Will the Church Pass Through the 
Great Tribulation? By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


A reprint of a booklet written in 1917 by 
Dr. C. I. Scofield, the editor of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. Paper bound, 40 pages, 10 
cents each; 50 cents for six; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


Delivered From Christian Science. By 


May Humphrey Pease. 

The true story of the conversion of a friend 
of the author’s from the errors of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her in 
winning others to Christ. 10 cents each; 50 
cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
$6 per hundred. 

The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 

Over 900,000 have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages, 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. 

Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LLB. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 


This Earthly House. 

Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe Harris and added a 
chorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting 
in the front or back of your church or Sun- 
day school hymnals. 5 cents each; 35 cents a 
dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 


Perils of the Victorious 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 

The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 
page pamphlet. 10 cents each; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


Life. By 


Lesson List. 


A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
‘gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. The Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1955. 
15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen; $12 per hun- 
dred. 


Index. 


The eight-page Tres Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- 
able for the years 1940 to 1954, inclusive, 
and may be had for 15 cents each. 


Day, Rally Day, and Christmas. 











we are listing the booklets, pamphlets, and miscellaneous items published by 
Most of these were originally published as 
individual form because of the many requests received for them. Any of them 


All prices given include postage. 


PAMPHLETS 


Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 

Christians despairing to witness for Christ 
against Christian Science will find help in 
this able comparison of the false with the 
true, 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. By G. Douglas Young, 
Ph.D., and J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., 
LL.D., Ph.D. 


Many are disturbed about the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. Soon after 
its publication, THe Sunpay Scnoot Times 
published two reviews of it. These met with 
such favor among our readers and others 
that they were reprinted. The reviews were 
written by two outstanding students of He- 
brew and Greek. Dr. Young, at the time, 
was professor of Semitic Languages, Litera- 
ture, and History at Shelton College, Ring- 
wood, N. J. (he is now dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Theological Seminary 
at Northwestern Schools, Minneapolis); Dr. 
Buswell is president of Shelton College, 
and professor of Philosophy and Theology. 
10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 
12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Practical Christian Living. By Lieut. 
Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 

This is a 24-page pamphlet containing a 
reprint of General Harrison's articles that 
appeared in the Times under the following 
titles: 

1. The Experimental Reality of the 

Believer’s Salvation 
2. Faith As a Principle of the Christian Life 
3. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 

10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 

12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the Trmes in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 


to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold / 


issues for one complete year. $1.35 each. 


Scripture Choruses. By Robert Hark- 
ness. 


One hundred and sixty-five Golden Texts 
set to music. Choruses are arranged in the 
order of their Scripture references. Excel- 
lent for children’s and young people’s work. 
Paper bound, 75 cents each. 


In addition to the foregoing items the Times publishes Scriptural, inex- 
pensive Special Day programs by Mary Brainerd Smith for Easter, Children’s 
25 cents a dozen; $1 for fifty; $2 per hundred. 
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be, and often is, just such a restriction 
and hindrance. Let us think first of 
some of the apparent advantages that 
young people see in “going steady,” and 
then see some of the very real disad- 
vantages and even dangers to be found 
in this practice. 

we 

To some, “going steady” brings a sense 

of security in that one may always be 
sure of having a companion when social 
activities come along in school or church, 
and the like. “Going steady” is looked 
upon as a sort of insurance against be- 
ing left out of certain good times or 
having to go alone. 

we 

It is more comfortable, sometimes, to 

have all dates with one person. One 
feels that he or she knows what to ex- 
pect, and often “going steady” gives 
one a sense of possession that contrib- 
utes something to the ego, mistaken 
though that sense of possession may 
often be. 

we 


There may be in some cases an eco- 
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nomic angle in “going steady,” espe- 
cially from the boy’s point of view, in 
that his “steady” does not have to be 
taken somewhere on every date that 
involves expenditure of money. There 
are, however, other and better solutions 
of this problem, 
se 

But there are also a number of very 
definite disadvantages and some real 
dangers in “going steady.” If we are 
sensible and realistic young people, we 
shall see that often they outweigh any 
fancied advantages. 


we 
“Going steady” says “hands off” to 
other worth-while friends without giving 
any definite pledge in return, and it 
does so at a time when a boy or girl 
should be cultivating a wide circle of 
friends and finding out to which one 
among them God may be leading for a 
life partner. 
ye 
Seldom are one’s inclinations and 
ideals at teen age the same as those that 
characterize the twenties. “Going 
Steady’) may entangle an individual in 
a relationship that is difficult or em- 
barrassing to break, when it is discov- 
ered that one’s standards have changed. 
“Going steady” sometimes encourages 
intimacies that have no place except 
between those who are definitely pledged 
to marry by an engagement, or between 
those who are married. Christian young 
people especially need to be careful that 
they are not deceived into petting and 
the like just because other Christians 
may do such things. God intends that 
the two young people He brings together 
for life partners should have their per- 
sonalities blended in a pure, wholesome, 
unsullied love, untarnished by any play 
at lovemaking with others. Their only 
safe ground is to avoid any appearance 
of evil; and any relationships that en- 
courage questionable intimacies before 
marriage have no place in the life of a 
young Christian. 
ye 
Some will say, however, How are 
young people to get to know whether 
or not they want to be engaged to an- 
other person, or to marry such a one, 
without “going steady”? There will un- 
doubtedly be a period, after two young 
people have had an opportunity to fel- 
lowship with a wide group of friends 
when they will gradually have less and 
less dates with others, and there will 
be sufficient time to see one another 
under a variety of circumstances and 
find out the Lord’s will before entering 
into a formal engagement. But even 
this period can and should have no 
“hands off” aspect and should be merely 
the deepening of a wholesome friend- 
ship until the time when the two are 
ready to pledge themselves to each other 
in the Lord’s will. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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New York-New Jersey Readers 


A Christian formerly living in New York Gay bee has Te 
burial plots in Rosemount Memorial Park, N. N.J. 
ay living in New England, needs money a desires 
Perpetual care included. Write Adv. No. 726, 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 


A PRIEST SPEAKS HIS MIND 


By Rev. W. E. R. O'Gorman 


Former priest in the parish church in “Hell's Kitchen,” 
West side New York. 


“Describes the moral weaknesses of the Roman 
Church . . ., drink, political graft, gambling,” etc. 


— The Sunday School Times 


A one-man crusade for Christ. Obtainable from book 
stores or author, $2.25 postpaid. 


Rev. W. E. R. O'Gorman 
P. O. Box 1053, Glendale 5, Califormia 





Dept. ST 










New Opportunity te give 
pe them a gospel witness by 
_——— trained personal workers 


also in the service. 
THE LORD IS GREATLY 
BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 


Send 25c for a sample and outline. 








CAN COMICS BE CHRISTIAN? 


Christian comics are a regular feature in 
MY CHUM, the fascinating monthly maga- 
zine for children 4 to 14. Look for Christ- 
centered stories, games, puzzles, too. $3 
year. Sample free. 


MY CHUM Box SS, Highland, Illinois 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs. 


PEWS. PULPIT & CHA CHANCEL 





ae 


J.P REOINGTON &CO. 














A Tragic Fact! 


Millions in Rural America are un- 
reached for Christ ... children . . 
youth...men... women. Great 
numbers are being indoctrinated 
with false teachings .. . IT’S UP TO 
US to meet this challenge with: 


e More Missionaries 
e True Evangelism 
e A Follow-up Scriptural Teaching Program 


e The Establishment of Sound Bible 
Testimonies 


Let’s reach RURAL AMERICA 
through a nondenominational 
FAITH MINISTRY. 


For detailed information of the work, 
write to: 


America Inland Mission, Inc. 
P.O. Box 247 Gentry, Arkansas 
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Lake Arrowhead 
for a thrilling vacation 











Dedicated to winning young people to Christ 
10 unforgettable weeks 
June 19 through Aug. 28 <p 


EVERY WEEK A HIGHLIGHT 


Featuring such dedicated Christian 
talent as: 
@ Chalk artist Phil Saint 
e America’s outstanding marimbist Jack Conner 
@ Evangelist Dick Kruger 
© World-famous preacher and educator 
: Bob Jones, Sr. 
@ Youth leader Dale Linebaugh 
e Singer and composer Bob Wigden 
e Roy Brown nationally known b 
with Biblical message 














@ and many others 


Situated on beautiful Lake Arrowhead 
near Binghamton, New York, the Con- 
ference offers you unsurpassed recreational 
facilities. | Comfortable accommodations 
—delicious home-cooked meals. 


Bring your children for a family vacation 


Send your children (8 and over) for a 
safe vacation. At rates that mean 
the most for your money. 


Young People and Adults (13 up) $15 per week 
Juniors (8 - 12) $12 per week 
Children (3 - 7) $3 to $7 per week 


Write for our illustrated folder and plan 
the best vacation you’ve ever had! 


LEO G. FORSE, Executive Director 


Lake Arrowhead Bible Conference 
Dept.S Box 505 Binghamton, N. Y. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for June 12) May 28, 1955 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 6 to 12 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 34:1-7. 
Josiah’s Devotion to God. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Josiah . . . did 
that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord.” Note the prophecy of his 
birth and zeal for God in 1 Kings 13:2. 
Note also the fulfillment of that predic- 
tion (2 Chron. 34:4, 5). God-prepared 
men are needed now for promoting in 
churches the required spiritual awaken- 
ing. Let all who mourn over the lack 
of conviction of sin and of inquiry after 
the Lord enlist prayer for this necessity. 
Pray for a gracious work of the Spirit 
in your own church. 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 34:8-13. 
Faithful Workers. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The men did the 
work faithfully.” God is faithful. Faith- 
fulness is “the girdle of his reins” (Isa. 
11:5). All with Christ in Heaven are 
“called .. . and faithful” (Rev. 17:14). 
Paul addressed “faithful brethren” in 
several of his Epistles. Faithful men 
are the church’s greatest need (see 2 
Tim, 2:2; Col. 1:2; 4:7). The call to one 
and all Christians is to be “faithful unto 
death” (Rev. 2:10). Pray that you may 
finish your course with joy and the tes- 
timony received of the Lord Jesus. 


Wed.—2 Chronicles 34:14-21. 
Finding the Book of Law. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have found the 
book of the law in the house of the 
Lord.” Hilkiah the priest made a provi- 
dential find when he discovered that 








tut TERRIFYING THREAT of 
Communist aggression and a 
Communist - provoked atomic 
wer hangs like an ominous 
dark cloud over most of the 
world. The cloud is blackest 
over Southeast Asia.” 


Produced by The Pocket Testament League. 


. Narrated by Alfred A. Kunz. 
Filmed in superb natural color— 
20 MINUTES. 
Write for bookings. 


in a fast-moving, revealing tour of Asia's trovble- 
spots, the motion-picture camera takes you to — 
> CHINA where the fron Curtain shut OUT missionary 
evangelism — shut IN one million 
copies of the Word of God! 
> JAPAN where 11 million Gospels have furnished 
timely help to a people living in a “‘spiritual vacuum!"" 


> FORMOSA where Chiang Kai-shek flung open the 
for ene Scripture distribution in Asia's a 


p> KOREA where a power greater 
bringing help and Tape | te a valiant people! 






thon Communism ds 


in gripping animation — the present 


Alse 
crisis — the ominous future! 


A film of tremendous international 
and spiritual significance for every 
thinking Christian. 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director — 


The Pocket Testament, League 








Book of God. Have you discovered the 
most needful Book of all books—your 
Bible? It is amazing how little most 
church members know the Book that 
makes man wise unto salvation, Pray 
for a great revival of daily Bible reading 
in Christian homes. 


Thurs.—Nahum 1:2-7. God’s Majesty. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The mountains 
quake at him, and the hills melt, and 
the earth is burned at his presence, yea, 
the world, and all that dwell therein.” 
Our generation is only slightly aware of 
the greatness, dignity, and sovereign 
power of God. The whole world should 
stand in awe of Him, but few Chris- 
tians seem to honor Almighty God with 
reverence. “With God is terrible ma- 
jesty”’—“He is clothed with majesty” 
(Job 37:22; Psa. 93:1). How few ever 
speak of God’s majesty (Psa. 145:5), 
and of Christ who is now seated “on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 
1:3; 8:1). Pray for a deeper apprecia- 
tion of God. 


Fri—Nahum 1:9-15. Lifting Afflictions. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Though I have 
afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more.” 
There is a casting down and also a lift- 
ing up. Affliction is a great tutor. Les- 
sons unlearned in days of frivolity and 
carelessness often have to be learned 
with wet faces on beds of pain. If only 
forethought were more with us than 
afterthought about words and deeds, how 
much better life would be. But as it 
is, those who neglect God’s Word and 
prayer have these lessons to learn the 
unpleasant way. Pray that you may be 
duly diligent in following God’s will. 


Sat.—Psalm 119:1-8. Walking in the Law. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed are the 
undefiled in the way, who walk in the 
law of the Lord.” Only the washed can 
walk in the way of the Lord. There is 
much to defile. The tongue defileth (Jas, 
3:6). Conscience can be defiled (1 Cor. 
8:7; Titus 1:15). Bitterness of spirit 
defiles (Heb. 12:15). Sin always defiles 
(1 Cor. 3:17). Keep yourself from 
every defilement of the flesh and spirit 
(2 Cor. 7:1). Pray that you may walk 
always in the Spirit so that you will “not 
fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 


Sun.—Psalm 119:9-16. 
The Hidden Word. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Thy word 
have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee.” The Great 
Commission Prayer League has just 
listed “One Hundred and One Amaz- 
ing Losses” that must be suffered by 
all who neglect the daily reading of 
the Word of God. A spiritual awak- 


ening waits upon a revival of private ¢ 


and family daily Bible reading. Shall 
an awakening begin with you? (See 
Psa, 1:3.) Pray for the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League, Chicago 10. 
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